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live for ten existences among human beings. You are the inde-
pendent author. Nobody is capable of cursing you.

108. Who is this Bhrgu ? How is it possible for him to
curse (you) ? Always honour the brihmanas; the brihmanas
are your own body.

109. Resort to light sleep (i.e. Visnu's sleep at the end of 2
yuga) O lord; lie in the Milky Ocean. At the time of perform-
ing a mission, I shall wake you up.

110-112,  Sir, this Sakra, grown by your power and killer of
enemies, doing all your deeds as your secondary incarnation,
will protect the three worlds; he will obey your order”. Visnu,
thus praised, said to Brahma : “I shall doall thatyou ask me
(to do) O lord.” The lord (Visnu) disappeared; Brahma did not
notice it.

113. When lord Visnu had left, lord Brahma, the grandsire
of the worlds, the source of the worlds,again created the world.

114. Seeing that, Narada, the best among those conversant
with speech, said (these) words: “The supreme being, with a
thousand heads, a thousand eyes, a thousand feet, all-pervad-
ing, remained ten fingers above the touch of the earth.

115, Sinceyou are whatever ispast and whatever is future,
therefore, O father, all this has come up from you, and will
come up from you.

116. From you has come up Sacrifice with everything,
such as the oblation, the ghee mixed with coagulated milk, and
the beasts of two kinds. Rks and Samans have sprung up from

u.

117. Sacrifices have come up from you, and also the ele-
phants; cows have sprung up from you, and also birds and wild
beasts.

118. From your mouth the brakmopas came up; the
ksatrivas are born from you. The wvaifyas have been born from
your thighs and the fadras have come up from your feet.

119-121.  From your eyes the sun came up; the wind has
come from your ear; the moon (has sprung up) from your
mind. Breath (hasproceeded) from your internal cavity, and
fire from your mouth. The sky came up from your navel, and
the heaven from your head ; quarters from your ear; the earth
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from your feet; all this has come up from you. As the great fig-
tree (the Nyagrodha tree) remains well in a small seed, so all
this has come up (from you) with you as the seed.

122, As the fig-tree rises from the seed and the sprout, and
grows, in the same way the world rises and grows from you.

123, As the plantain tree and nothing else is beheld from
the barks and leaves, similarly, O lord, all this is secen to be
residing in you.

124. 1In you is the pleasing power; it alone has come up
with you. In you, free from qualities, the mixed power causing
Jjoy and affliction does not exist.

125. Salutation to you, who have remained separately and
unitedly, and you who are all the beings. You are the manifest,
the (unmanifest) Pradhdna, your first progeny (Virdta Purusa)
and the universal lord.

126. In everything you are the all-in-all; you are every-
thing, and you take up all forms; everything has come up from
you; salutation to you, the soul of all.

127. O lord ofall, you are the soul of everything, since
you are present in all beings; what shall T tell you, since you
know everything that is in (our) mind.

128. O lord, you have fulfilled the desire which I had. My
penance is well-practised, as I have seen you, O lord of the
world.”

Brahmd said:
129. Son, that is the fruit of your penance that you have
seen me now. Here, O Narada, seeing me would not be in vain,
130. Therefore, ask for a boon of your liking. Everything
is accomplished, O son,when I am seen.

Nérada said:

131. O sire, O lord of all beings, you remain in the heart
of everyone. Is, whatis mentally desired by me, not known to
you?

132. Olord, I have seen the creation of the world as done
by you. Therefore, seeing the gods, sages and demons, curiosity
has sprung up in me.
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Fulastya said :

153-134.  God Brahma, the lord of heaven, father of Narada,
was pleased, and gave a boon to Narada: “You are the best
among the sages. Due to my favour you will be fond of jesting
and promoting discords, and you will move freely in the heaven,
on the carth and in the nether region.

135. O sinless one, your ornaments will be, along with the
sacred thread, a cloth thrownover the back, and hanging down
the knees, a small umbrella, and a lute,

136. You will always obtain affection in the presence of
(i-e. from) Visnu, Rudra, and $akra, and in the regions of kings.

137.  You will be the instructor of the castes. This is the
boon I have granted you, O sinless one. Live in heaven at
your sweet will with gods waiting upon you."”

CHAPTER FIVE

Destruction of Daksa’s Sacrifice
Bhisma said:

1. How did Sati, Daksa’s auspicious daughter, cast off her
body ? For what reason was Daksa’s sacrifice destroyed by
Rudra ?

2. Thave also a desire to know why lord $iva, the destroyer
of Tripura and greatly renowncd, got angry.

Pulastya spoke :

3-8. O Bhisma, in olden time, Daksa commenced a sacrifice
at Haridvéra. There hosts of gods, Pitrs (manes), and great
sages, all gods with Indra, Nagas, Yaksas, Suparnas,
creepers and herbs, and revered Ka$yapa, Atri, Pulastya,
Pulaha, Kratu, Pracetas, Angiras and Vasistha of great penance
had assembled. Making the altar even, he appointed four
priests. Vasistha was the Hotr (reciting the Rgvedic prayers at
the sacrifice); Angiras was thebest Adhvaryu (officiating priest);
Brhaspati was the Udgaty (chanting the hymns of Samaveda)

1.5.9-23 4l

and Narada the Brahma (-priest). When the sacrifice commen-
ced and oblations were offered into fires, all the Vasus and the
twelve Adityas, the two Agvins, Maruts and the fourteen Manus
arrived there.

9-11. When thus the sacrifice proceeded and (oblations
were) offered into fires, then secing that great bright splendour
of food and the ground around upto ten vojanas, and the great
altar prepared by all that had gathered there, and seeing, at
the sacrifice, all gods led by Sakra, the auspicious Sati, spoke
the following words to Prajapati.

Sati said :

12, King of gods, Indra, mounted on Airavata, has come
with his wife Saci, and has stayed here.

13. He, who curbs sins and who is by nature the lord of
the virtuous, has arrived here with his wife Dhiimorna.

14. God Varuna (also called) Pracetas, lord of the aquatic
animals and the creators of the world, has come to this pavilion
along with his wife Gauri,

15. The lord of wealth (i.e. Kubera), the supreme rulerof
all the Yaksas, and the son of the sage Vidravas, has come here
with his wife Sahadevi.

16-17. He, who is the mouth of all gods, who resides in the
bellies of all creatures, and for whom the sacrifices have come
up, he, Nirti, the lord of the Raksasas, who has been appointed
asthe lord of the (south-western) direction, O dear father, has
come to this sacrifice with his wife.

18-19. Lord Vayu, the giver of life in this world, and
created in olden time by Brahma, and known as Prina, Apana,
Vyana, Udéna (and) Samdna, and surrounded by his fortynine
attendants, has come to this sacrifice.

20-21. Bhaskara (the Sun), having twelve souls, lord of
the planets, the (two) eyes of the world, and the best resort
of the gods, thelord of life, of the forests and the lord of days, the
husband of Samjiia and the purifier of the worlds, has come
here.

22-23. Your Moeon, born in the family of Atri, and lord of
the brahmanas, of great fame, delighting the eyes, lord of the
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